Global Civil Society Demands US Congress Act to Prevent the Use of Nuclear Weapons
Against Iran

In recent weeks, President Trump has threatened to “hit Iran hard” after the US midterm
elections next week.

On October 15, President Trump stated that he would not use nuclear weapons against Iran.
But frequent, abrupt changes of policy have become a staple feature of his presidency, and the
single statement that he will not use nuclear weapons stands against a string of threats to do
just that.

On April 7, he declared, “A whole civilization will die tonight, never to be brought back again.”
On May 18, he posted an Al generated image of himself pushing a red button with nuclear
explosions appearing on monitors behind him. On June 8, he threatened Iran, warning that “We
have the ultimate alternative, hopefully never to be used again.” On September 20, he told a
reporter, “My question is, if and when do | blow the entire nation up?” Speaking at the UN on
September 23, he asked, “Do | annihilate the Islamic Republic, and do it quickly?” We cannot
discount these as idle threats.

The use of even a single nuclear weapon in Iran would destroy a taboo that has held since
Nagasaki, with unimaginable consequences for all humanity. The US president should not have
the unchecked authority to launch nuclear war.

We call on the United States Congress to act now to assert its constitutional role as the only
branch of government empowered to declare war — and to make clear that it does not authorize
or condone the use of nuclear weapons in Iran.
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